Cornerstone News
The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's
children and grandchildren is not money or
other material things accumulated in one's life,
but rather a legacy of character and faith.
Billy Graham

Date: July, 2019
Anyone who has recipes, articles, stories, antidotes, etc. please feel free to submit
them for publication. This is your Magazine and the more ’personal’ we can
make it, the better.
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Pastor’s Page— When walking is hard...
Walk on, walk on, with hope in your heart... You know
the next line don’t you? How many times have you
heard this song, originally from the musical Carousel
and in the 1960’s made popular by Gerry Marsden. In
recent years it has been taken over by Liverpool football club as their terrace anthem. It’s a great song, so
I’m not surprised it’s stood the test of time and become
a classic.
But in reality, have you ever tried walking through a storm with your
head held high? Even a little strong wind can take your breath away.
Walking, even standing in a hurricane is nigh on impossible. All we
want to do is hunker down and find shelter to weather it through.
Life throws all sorts of storms at us. Some are fiercer than others : disappointments, hard knocks, worries, over-whelming sadness, weariness
and feeling worn out and worn down. We sometimes, especially in bereavement, feel that we can’t stand at all; we simply do our best to survive the onslaught. And when you’re in the midst of the storm, it’s hard
to have hope in your heart. It seems like all hope has disappeared and
we’re alone in the darkness and the darkness will never end.
Of course, most of the time it does end and we come through— a little
changed from the experience.
My favourite line of all is the title line that comes at the end: ... And you’ll
never walk alone. Why is it a great song? Because it has ‘hope’ at its
very core and the notion that there is something, or someone who is
greater than what is happening to us, greater than what we are feeling,
who is with us—beside us, holding us, cradling us, supporting us, loving
us.
You know who He is. You know his Name. In the storm, don’t trust
your feelings, instead, hold on to His promises—and if you falter, don’t
worry—He will carry you.

And have a care for the women so traumatised by abortion that they
never fully recover. Pro-abortionists often make it sound straightforward, almost easy— like having gall stones removed. BUT IT’S NOT!
It may seem the best option when you’re afraid, alone and facing the
reality of giving birth and the lasting impact that has. Just making it all go
away must seem appealing.
Yet there are always consequences to abortion. Sometimes consequences
that last a life-time but which are seldom talked about.
As I said, the pro-abortionists often centre their arguments on the rights of
the woman to choose. “It’s my body—I should be able to decide” They
deliberately keep the argument narrow and to this one point. I think
because in reality they only have the one point to put forward. So it comes
down to this; does a woman’s right to choose over-ride the unborn child’s
right to life?
What do you think?
Dorothy

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were
born I set you apart.” (Jeremiah 1:5)
For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my
mother’s womb…Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the
days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of
them came to be. (Psalm 139:13,16)
“Your hands shaped me and made me . . . Did You not clothe
me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and
sinews? You gave me life.” (Job 10:8–12)
This is what the Lord says—He who made you, who formed
you in the womb. (Isaiah 44:2)
Cornerstone Church
Off Lord’s Stile Lane, Bromley Cross
Bolton, BL3 4NL
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Abortion
Where do you stand on abortion? I ask because so much is happening in
America, and in our country too, about the whole subject, that as Christians, I
thought it might be good to look at some of the secular arguments and also
take a quick look at what the Bible has to say.
Many people in our society think that abortion is a natural right of any woman.
They say that women should be able to choose whether they continue with a
pregnancy or not. They don’t mention the rights of the unborn. I suppose
their view is that until a child exists outside of its mother, and can ‘live’ independently, it is not a person and therefore, has no rights. You have to admit
that this argument has a sort of logic; that is, until you consider that many
people, due to all sorts of illnesses, can’t live independently either. For example, a person on a respirator is hardly living independently. Yet it would be
outrageous to suggest that their life be terminated.
The law in many countries advocates that a termination should not be allowed, except in exceptional circumstances, past the maximum of twenty-four
weeks. I suppose a child aborted up to 24 weeks is seen as not being viable. In
fact there are many instances where a child has been taken from the mother’s
womb before or about 24 weeks and been born very viable indeed.
The Bible makes a case for the unborn child. It says that God knows the child
intimately while still in his mother’s womb and has care and concern for him.
The Bible does not call an unborn child a foetus. In fact it gives the impression
that from the early beginnings of life, that which has all the blue print of a human being, is loved and cherished by God for what he already is and what he
will eventually be.
I realise that there are many women for whom carrying on with an unwanted
pregnancy is abhorrent for one reason or another. A pregnancy that comes
about through violence, a child that is going to be born with severe health
issues, a child that is going to be born into economic hardship, and so on, and
so on... I don’t pretend to have all the answers. But I do want to put myself
in the position of the unborn child—who has no voice of his own. As such, I
don’t think I’d care about the circumstances by which I came to be. I would
rather have life. I don’t think I’d care that I might not have great health, I’d still
rather have life. I don’t think I’d care if I’m hard-up or unloved in this world,
I’d much prefer to have a life to live. Where there is a choice, I would
choose life for myself every time.

Holiday Adventures –Happy Times
Have you planned your summer holiday yet?
It’s that time of year isn’t it? It always makes me remember past
holidays and happy times with the family. One year we went on
a canal cruiser on the river Thames. Strange what sticks in the
mind: Noel was only a young boy. He liked to fish from the top
of the boat but one day he lost his scoop net in the water. Lee
tried to retrieve it and nearly fell in. Dad was nearly in the drink
too. He was tying up the boat and found himself with one foot
on the deck and the other on the riverbank as the cruiser slowly
started to drift. He wobbled a few times, then hurled himself
with great effort onto the bank, landing with inches to spare. I
recall mam making a lovely afternoon tea in the small galley
kitchen and setting it all out like a banquet. We ate jam and
cream scones, salad and sandwiches and drank tea from fine
bone china while sailing majestically down the river in the sunshine.—what in the world could be nicer? Over the years, I’ve
learned that it’s the little things that count. It’s the seemingly insignificant events that stick in the mind forever and bring us the
most pleasure when we recall them. If I try hard enough, I can
experience it all over again, the lovely fun time we had on the
Thames that year. Memory is a wonderful thing. Unfortunately,
by the same token, the scent of Palmolive soap brings back, with
force, the whole experience of childbirth; so I never, ever, buy it.
Well, would you?
Have you any happy holiday stories or memories that bring you
joy?
Dorothy
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Who’s who and what’s what.
Church address:
Cornerstone Church, Off Lord’s Stile Lane, Bromley Cross,
Bolton BL7 9JL
www.cornerstonebc.co.uk
Pastor : Rev. Lee Banfield
We don’t have a church telephone number but you can speak to, or
leave a message for, the Pastor on 07758816399. This number is also
the one to ring for enquiries regarding room hire.
Deacons: We have four deacons at the moment:
Kevan Nelson, Sharon Wilson, Eileen Nelson and Frank Hall
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The likelihood is that we will never be beaten, or whipped or
stoned or jailed for telling people about Jesus. But we may face
ridicule, embarrassment, loss of status, lost job opportunities and
so on...
So, put your armour on. Be led by the Holy Spirit. Pray for
compassion toward a lost and dying world and actively seek
opportunities to tell people that they need to put their trust in
Jesus, who died to pay the price of their sin, so that they, one
day, could live with God in the mansions prepared by Him.
An army bold whose battle cry is “Love” reaching out to those in
darkness.

Treasurer: Marylyn Brown
Services: Sunday worship service starts at 11.00 a.m. Light refreshments available free of charge after the service. There is a crèche facility, baby changing, disabled access to the first floor and disability toilet
facilities. We have a loop sound system for those with hearing impairment. All are welcome
Website: We have a website where you can get the monthly magazine and listen to Pastor’s Sunday morning messages. There’s lots
more information on there too about the church, its ethos and range
of activities.
Bible Studies/Prayer Meetings: We have two held on a weekly
basis. Tuesday’s at 10.30 a.m. in homes and Wednesday’s at 10.30 a.m.
in the main church hall. For more information see Honor Corry and/
or Pastor.
All other events advertised weekly on the church notice boards.

Quotes from Billy Graham, a modern-day
evangelist:

God proved His love on the Cross.
When Christ hung, and bled, and
died, it was God saying to the
world, 'I love you.'

“Tears shed for self are tears of weakness,
but tears shed for others are a sign of strength.”
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Oh Church Arise
O church, arise and put your armor on;
Hear the call of Christ our captain;
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth
We'll stand against the devil's lies;
An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!"
Reaching out to those in darkness.

I really like this hymn. It speaks about one of our primary aims
as Christians; that of evangelism. When I first became a Christian, way back in the early 1980s, it was common for our church,
Cornerstone, to send people out into the local community to
knock on doors and spread the message of Jesus Christ. Now-adays we don’t employ this type of evangelism, largely because we
are smaller in number, much older in years, and our local society
has changed. What worked 30 or 40 years ago, may not be quite
as effective in the 21st century. But that doesn’t mean we should
stop evangelising. As I said, as Christians, it’s what we’re
charged, by God, to do. But it’s not easy—in truth, it never was.
It takes a work of the Holy Spirit within us to help us do it properly, with love, with truth and with courage. We’ve been studying the book of Acts in our Bible Study group, where we’ve
looked at the life of Paul and his journey across parts of Europe
and the Middle East, spreading the Gospel everywhere he went.
We have learned a good deal from Paul. He was a man who relied on the Holy Spirit totally and was led by him in all he did. He
was fearless and bold, always putting others before himself. And
he also knew how to pitch his message in such a way as to engage with the people he spoke to. The message never changed,
but the way he presented it did. Above all, Paul had boundless
compassion for the lost and would put himself in serious danger
in order to give the Good News to people he saw as perishing in
an Godless eternity. What about us? Are we as bold and fearless and compassionate as Paul?

Kitchen improvements have
almost been completed. The
only other major job left to do
is the wall tiling and this would
have been done several months
ago had it been an easy job to
get hold of a tiler who’s willing
to do such a small piece of
work. Most are very busy, or
fully booked for months, or
don’t want to know about one
wall..
Anyone who knows
anyone do let us know.

The Kitchen is nearing
completion—just the tiling to
go.

Summer Pudding Recipe
Olive oil, for greasing.
800 g mixed summer berries, such as
raspberries, redcurrants, strawberries
2 large cooking apples
150 g sugar.
1/2 tsp mixed spice.
½ teaspoon vanilla paste , optional.
7 large slices of white bread.

Heat... sugar and water together, then gently cook 2 large peeled
cored and chopped cooking apples for 5 mins until softened. Add
850g mixed blackberries, blackcurrants, redcurrants and raspberries
and 1I2 tsp mixed spice and cook for a few mins until the fruit
softens. Build the pudding and serve with vanilla ice-cream. Delish
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Ten Beautiful One Liners
Prayer Time:

1.
2.

Give God what’s right—not what’s left.
Man’s way leads to a hopeless end—God’s way leads to an
endless hope,

3.

A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.

4.

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone.

5.

We don’t change God’s message—His message changes us

Special Events:

6.

When God ordains, He sustains

There’s not a lot happening over summer as
things tend to wind down to make way for
holidays.
One advanced notice:
•
By invitation, A Golden Wedding on 10
August at Deane Golf Club

7.

Exercise daily—walk with the Lord

8.

Nothing else ruins the truth like stretching it

9.

Give Satan an inch and he’ll be a ruler

10.

God doesn’t call the qualified—He qualifies the called

•
•
•
•
•
•

Those sick, lonely, bereft or infirm
Our Queen and those in authority
Our missionaries and their work
Our church family here in Bromley Cross
Our church ministries and evangelism
Thanksgiving—for all we have in Christ

Still no birthday list but it is in hand….I
promise!
July birthdays: Much love and best wishes
for a great birthday to:

Joan Drake, Marylyn Brown and Sharon
Wilson
From all your church family

Congratulations
To students everywhere who have been
diligent in their studies and have
achieved their goals. Well done. For
those who may be a little disappointed,
there is always another route to getting
where you want to be.

Church Jokes
(Apologies if you’ve heard them before)
A little boy was overheard praying. “Lord, if you can’t make
me a good boy, it’s okay—I’m having a good time like I am.
A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments.
The teacher asked if anyone could tell her the last
Commandment. Little Tiffany raised her hand and said, Thou shall not take the covers off thy neighbour’s wife.
A mother with a fidgety seven-year old finally got her son to
sit still. Near the end of the message she whispered, “if you
don’t be quiet, the Pastor will lose his place and will have to
start all over again.” Not another peep was heard.

